It is thought that unfertilized mammalian ova degenerate and fragment after ovulation and are soon absorbed either in the oviducts or uterus (Blandau, 1961 The results are presented in Table 1 . Based on the total number of corpora lutea in all ewes, there were forty-nine potential ova, of which thirty-five were recovered (71%). This recovery rate seems reasonable considering the large 
It is thought that unfertilized mammalian ova degenerate and fragment after ovulation and are soon absorbed either in the oviducts or uterus (Blandau, 1961) . The results presented here indicate that, in the sheep, the unfertilized ovum, with zona pellucida intact, is retained in the uterus until at least 15 days after ovulation.
Groups of adult Merino and crossbred ewes, weighing 45 to 50 kg, were killed on Days 5, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12, 13 or 15 of the oestrous cycle. Day 1 was the day on which ewes were served by a vasectomized ram. After slaughter, the reproductive tract was removed by severing at the caudal end of the cervix, the number of active corpora lutea in the ovaries recorded and the uterus prepared for flushing. Each uterine horn was flushed with 5 ml of 0\m=.\9% NaCl by means of a hypodermic syringe introduced at a point just caudal to the utero-tubal junction. The uterine flushings were recovered into a vial and examined for ova under a binocular microscope. An ocular micrometer was used to record the dimensions of the zona pellucida and vitelline membrane of each egg. Records were taken of the shape of the ovum and appearance of the cytoplasm.
The results are presented in Table 1 . Based on the total number of corpora lutea in all ewes, there were forty-nine potential ova, of which thirty-five were recovered (71%). This recovery rate seems reasonable considering the large (Austin, 1961) . The only notable features of the eggs recovered late in the cycle were a gradual shrinkage of the cytoplasm, fragmentation of the nucleus and some irregularity in the shape of the vitelline membrane. The eggs recovered in this study did not fragment to such an extent that they might have been con¬ fused with early cleaved ova as has been described for swine ova (Dziuk, 1960) .
The zona pellucida of the unfertilized ovum was still present on Day 15. Cleaved sheep ova lose the zona on Day 8 (Chang & Rowson, 1965; Wintenberger-Torrès, 1967 ). It appears that shedding of the zona is due to the develop¬ ing zygote, rather than a lytic effect by the fluid in the uterus. In laboratory rodents, zona loss is thought to be the result of steroid-induced changes in the uterine environment (Psychoyos, 1966) .
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